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PART 3 Reading Notation




Reading Music.

(Don t panic- it’s easy)

Notes are either high or low (pitch), fast or slow (tempo, beat and rhythm), loud or
soft (dynamics).

Let’s start with high and low. Imagine a brick wall.
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Above the black line the bricks get higher from the ground — brick by brick (you can
see the mortar separating them as you climb up).

Below the line the bricks become lower.

Let’s remove the wall and put a brick on the line that was in the middle of the wall.
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This brick is in middle. Shorten the line and change the brick into a note.

This is middle C "e'



Middle C can be found in the middle of a piano.

C

BUT it is also the lowest note you can play on the soprano/concert ukulele.

It is the 3" string C— pluck it with your thumb.

That means all the notes (aka bricks) played on the uke must all be above middle C.
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But we need the mortar to help us separate and identify each individual note above.



We will use 5 black lines (mortar) above middle C.
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As we climb the black lines and spaces each note (brick) becomes one step higher.
Luckily, we only use 7 letters of the alphabet: ~ABCD EF G.

When we get up to G, we start again:- —ABCDEFGABCDEFGABCDand
soon....

Note, we have bolded the note middle Chere: -CDEFGABCDEFGABC
So what is the next note up going to be called?

After that, can you name each note going up in order.

Good! How easy was that?

Let’s isolate a C major scale: -ABCDEFGABCDEFGABCDEF

We can play C already, by plucking the 3™ string open. The next note D will be higher. Place
the left-hand 2" finger on the 3™ string just behind the 2™ fret.
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Now pluck the 3™ string with your right-hand thumb.



Reading and playing middle C and D

Okay, here we go, play middle C on the open 3 string followed by D by placing
the tip of your finger on the same string just behind the 2" fret.

Repeat the pattern, holding each note for 4 counts long (NOTE: the sound will
fade, but still let the note ring for 4 counts).

3rd string
A Open 2nd Fret
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C D
1-2-3 -4 1-2-3-4

Congratulations!!, you are now reading and playing from traditional music notation.

Try the following (each note on the I*' example lasts for 4 counts each, but on the 2"
example each note only lasts for two beats — (except the very last note — we are
discovering beat and rhythm!)
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Now we are ready to move to the 2" string where the next note up will be E (open).
Pluck the 2" string open with your thumb to play E.
C E
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Now play C, D, E. —4 counts each note.
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Play C D E — 2 counts each note
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Play C D E — 1 count each note
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Try 2 notes within the 1 count; if you wish, count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &.. Now we are playing

faster notes!

Great, we can pitch C, D and E with different rhythms, so we can play Hot Cross Buns — our

first simple melody (We have to start somewhere <& ).
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Terrific, you can now read and play melodies! Now let’s play the chords. You can sing to the
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Two a penn-y Hot cross buns.
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chords, or if you have a friend, they can play the chords while you play the melody, keep a

steady 4 count beat.
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Hotcross buns. Hotcross buns.  One apenn y Two apenn y Hot cross buns.




More 2" string notes.
Moving up from the notes C, D, E, we need the notes F and G.
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C D E F G
F is on the 1* fret of the 2" string, use your left-hand 1% finger.
E
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G is on the 3rd fret of the 2" string, use your left-hand 3™ finger.

Sight read the following. Hang in there, you are doing great!
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That was C up to G and back. Good work. Now something a little harder. Can you guess the
song?
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Finally, the 1%t string notes.
It’s easy as AB C!
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The note A is the first string open A
[ — . B
B is the 2™ fret (use your 2™ finger) — T C
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And C is the 3" fret (use your 3™ finger)
Let’s play from low C all the way up to high C
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This is a C major scale. It spans eight notes — which is an octave (octo=8). Therefore we can
say high C is an octave higher than low C.

Time for some more sight reading. This time 3 counts/beats per bar.

Purcell's Canon
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Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star
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Twink-le Twink-le Litt-le Star,How I wond-erwhat you are.
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Up a-bove the world so high, Like a diam-ond in the sky
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Twink-le Twink-le Litt-le Star, How I wond-er what you are.



Ode to Joy

Ode to Joy

Moderato

Beethoven
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How to read TABS

TABS = Tablature is another way to write and read music.

TABS have 4 lines. The top line represents string number 1 (The A string)
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The second line from the top represents string number 2 (The E string)
The third line from the top represents string number 3 (The C string)

The bottom line represents string number 4 (The high G string)

The numbers on each line represent the fret to place your finger on that string.

e.g. The number O on the top line means pluck the first sting open (A). But the
number 2 means pluck that string with your finger on the 2" fret (B). The number 3
represents the note C on the 3™ fret of the 1% string and so on.
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When the Saints Go Marching In
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Time for some rock and roll!

La Bamba

Trad
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The strum pattern is a loop — that means it stays the same and it keeps going throughout the
whole song.

This Strum pattern can be a little tricky. Listen to recordings of La Bamba and also Twist and
Shout — both have similar chord and rhythmic structures. NOTE: we are learning this in a
different key (C) from the recordings— you will get the feel by trying to play along, BUT, the
chords will sound out of tune.



La Bamba

USE G7 for G
[Verse 1]
c F G
Para bailar la Bamba
c F G
Para bailar la Bamba se necesita
C F G
una poca de gracia
C F G
una poca de gracia pa' mi, pa' ti
C F G
ay arriba y arriba
c F G
y arriba y arriba por ti seré
c F G N.C.
por ti seré, por ti seré
[Verse 2]
c F G
Yo no soy marinero
C F G
yOo no soy marinero, soy capitan
c F G

soy capitan, soy capitan

[Chorus]
C F G
Bamba, bamba
C F G
Bamba, bamba
C F G
Bamba, bamba
C F GN.C.

Bamba, bam

Repeat 1, 2, Chorus Finish - N.C. =No Chord



Introduction suggestion for the song Alberta

We learnt the song Alberta earlier in the book. Here is a cool way to open the song.

Play the notes as instructed by the notation. (Swing the rhythm — not too quick).
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Strum the chords as indicated inbetween — i.e. G on beats two three four and then G7 once.

Continue on with playing the notes up the C.

And then strum C two three four — G7 one two three and start singing Alberta, Alberta....
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